One of the gentlemen in the establishment immediately gave him some magnesia suspended in water, and of this he swallowed a considerable quantity. The medical gentleman who was requested to visit him, and saw him about ten minutes after ten, recommended magnesia to be given very frequently. He continued, however, much in the same state, with rapidly increasing weakness. At 11 o'clock, he was brought to the Royal Infirmary, and presented the following appearance. The countenance was pale, dingy, and death-like; the surface of the body cold and clammy ; the feet and forehead perfectly cold ; the eyes fixed, and with the pupils slightly contracted, but not very sensible to light; the pulse was exceedingly small, ,64 in the minute; and the respiration 36, heaving, and with violent spasmodic motion of the muscles of the neck, and depression of the lower jaw at each inspiration, so as to form a sort of gasping motion. At the same time the muscles of the abdomen were hard and rigid; and when the abdomen was pressed, he gave indistinct indications of pain ; he was observed also to place his hand on the pit of the stomach,[with an expression of suffering and anguish.
The mouth, lips, tongue, and fauces, were white and slightly arch. The only part of the stomach totally free from these dark-coloured, indurated, elevated patches, wasa small portion of the cardiac region, and the greater part of the pyloric; but the whole of the membrane was roughened, and the substance of the stomach, especially the muscular coat, was thickened, indurated, and shrunk.
The pyloric region of the stomach was much thickened and indurated, and its mucous surface was covered with a quantity of rough opaque membranous matter in shreds and patches, which, upon careful examination, proved to be the mucous membrane altered and indurated by the action of the acid, and detached from the submucous membrane which was thus exposed.
The duodenum was much contracted, and its coats were thickened. Its mucous membrane was of a deep brownish yellow colour, considerably roughened, and in various points coming off from the submucous tissue.
The ileum and the whole of the small intestines were more or less contracted; their mucous membrane, in general, was of a bluish gray colour, contracted, thickened, but not eroded ; the mucous membrane became of a more natural colour as it approached the lower end of the ileum ; and the mucous membrane of the ccecum and the ascending arch of the colon were nearly natural.
In the transverse arch of the colon, however, the mucous membrane, especially where it was contiguous to the stomach, was thickened, indurated, red, and roughened.
The vessels of the stomach, the coronary artery, the gastro-epiploica deoctra and the gastro-epiploica sinistra and their branches were distended with solid coagula of blood, which was very much darkened, and when removed resembled masses of injection. The superior mesenteric arteries were found near their trunks in the same state; and even the arteries of the omentum and mesentery generally were all distended with solid, firm, dark-coloured coagula, exactly as if they had been injected after death. On inspecting the body the most important circumstances disclosed were the following. A quantity of offensive gas issued from the abdomen; and the peritoneal cavity contained fluid so acrid as to smart the fingers, and corrode the instruments used in dissection. The stomach, which contained a thickish brown fluid, was everywhere corroded and perforated, and so putrid in its coats that it gave way and tore on the slightest touching. The omentum and the ileum were also softened and lacerated in patches; the colon in a less degree. The liver, spleen, and kidneys were in appearance natural. The uterus was in its virgin state.
The contents of the stomach, and the organ itself subjected to chemical experiment, showed that it contained sulphuric acid.
In this case, though the quantity swallowed was not large, yet the long time during which the acid in its concentrated state was allowed to act on the stomach, must have amply compensated in the effects produced or the deficiency in quantity. It is unfortunate that it is not distinctly stated whether the patient died on the 14th day of the month, that is, the fifth day after swallowing the acid, or on the fourteenth day after the acid was swallowed. I am inclined to think from the account of the case, that death took place on the fifth day.* 16. In the second case which occurred to Dr Michaelsen, a married woman, the wife of a prosperous merchant, who was accused of having stolen certain articles of dress, and was in consequence threatened with a judicial examination, and had also been reproached by her husband, swallowed, with the intention of selfdestruction, about 11 o^clock forenoon, on the 6th September 1837, about one ounce of concentrated sulphuric acid, but concealed what she did till evening, when it was first understood after a physician had been summoned, by her having repeated offensive tar-like stools. She was seen in bed at eight in the evening, nine hours after swallowing the acid; and presented the usual symptoms; the face and limbs cold, the lips, tongue, palate, and gums white, as if scorched; speech scarcely perceptible, and the pulse small and hard but not frequent. She complained of pain in the back, and a sense of heavy uneasiness in the epigastric region, and could not swallow. She was ordered three drachms of potass in water, decoction of salep with prepared oyster shells, (carbonate of lime,) and oat-gruel with calcined magnesia suspended in it for drink. Next day, when the surface was warm, leeches were applied over the throat, poultices of linseed and henbane over the belly ; an enema of olive oil and milk was administered; and internally oily emulsions were given. At twelve at noon the patient could neither speak nor swallow; at one she had the aspect of speedy death ; and at two she was lifeless. The interval was in this case twenty-seven hours.
The mouth with its soft parts, the pharynx and oesophagus, were stripped of their epidermis, of a whitish-gray colour, and mortified, and the teeth were eroded. Upon opening the chest, which discharged a large quantity of very offensive gas, the lungs appeared compressed by the diaphragm, turgid, with black semifluid blood, of a black-gray colour, and mortified in certain places; the heart flaccid and soft, distended with air, filled with blood partly coagulated, partly semifluid.
In the cavity of the abdomen, from which also much fetid gas was emitted, the stomach and duodenum appeared partially mortified ; the jejunum, in its whole extent, marked with inflammatory redness, but not mortified ; and the ileum and the colon in the natural state. The liver was unusually empty of blood, and somewhat degenerated. The urinary bladder and kidneys were sound. The blood-vessels of the abdomen were almost all empty ; the peritoneum not reddened, and the uterus converted into a I was requested to visit her on the 28th, and found her collapsed ; the pulse scarcely to be felt; the eyes sunk; the pupils dilated; and almost insensible to light. I learnt that, in consequence of the improvement which had gone on since the 20th, the friends had been induced to give her soups, and other stimulant diet, which was followed with gastric pain, vomiting, and the usual symptoms of mucous inflammation.
She died early on the morning of the 29th. I regret that the friends could not be prevailed upon to grant an examination of the body."
